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on embryo research, it is clear that Congress
has prohibited all funding of ‘‘research in
which’’ embryos are destroyed or discarded.
Simply stated, the taxpayer funding of re-
search which relies on the intentional killing of
human beings would violate the law.

Using federal funds for such an unlawful
practice is anathema to the people of the
United States. Already eight states have en-
acted laws that make destructive embryonic
research illegal. According to a 1995 Tarrance
poll, 74 percent of Americans oppose the use
of tax dollars for human embryo experimen-
tation while 64 percent indicate ‘‘very strong’’
opposition. In addition, Bill Clinton, whose
commission has not recommended the use of
federal funds for destructive embryo research,
issued a statement in December 1994 oppos-
ing the use of federal funds ‘‘to support the
creation of human embryos for research pur-
poses.’’ While the American people are quite
evenly polarized on the issue of abortion, a
majority of the population oppose the use of
tax dollars to fund lethal research on human
embryos.

Furthermore, scientists have confirmed
there is no medical necessity for embryonic
stem cell research. Those who thought embry-
onic stem cells were the only or best hope for
organ repair have been proven wrong. Recent
advancements have led scientists to consider
an alternative, adult-derived stem cells. Ac-
cording to D. Josefson’s article in the British
Medical Journal, new research suggesting that
adult nerve stem cells ‘‘can de-differentiate
and reinvent themselves’’ as blood-producing
stem cells ‘‘means that the need for fetal cells
as a source of stem cells for medical research
may soon be eclipsed by the more readily
available and less controversial adult stem
cells.’’ The Wall Street Journal article by L. Jo-
hannes entitled, ‘‘Adult Stem Cells Have Ad-
vantage Battling Disease,’’ states that adult
‘‘precursor’’ or stem cells ‘‘may prove much
more useful to medical science’’ than cells ob-
tained by killing human embryos—that is,
preborn human boys and girls. While scientists
used to be concerned that there were no
known adult stem cells for some critical or-
gans, Harvard Medical School researcher
Evan Y. Snyder now thinks ‘‘we will find these
stem cells in any organ that we look.’’

Mr. Speaker, killing preborn babies for tis-
sue harvest is never justified. The logic of this
practice is not unlike that of the Third Reich,
where torture was rationalized for medical re-
search. It is something no civilized nation
should condone, much less fund with the tax
dollars of conscientious, disapproving Ameri-
cans. I defy anyone in this chamber to look
me in the eye and say that the deliberate tak-
ing of a new life, a unique and growing human
being, is a justifiable sacrifice for the curiosity
of science. When there are non-lethal alter-
natives, I defy anyone to tell the American
people they have no choice but to pay for
these experiments in defiance of their con-
science, the law, and the more fundamental
principles of human dignity.

SCHOOL VIOLENCE AND TEEN
VIOLENCE

HON. BERNARD SANDERS
OF VERMONT
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Thursday, July 29, 1999
Mr. SANDERS. Mr. Speaker, I submit for

printing in the RECORD this statement by high
school students from my home State of
Vermont, who were speaking at my recent
town meeting on issues facing young people
today. I believe that the views of these young
people will benefit my colleagues.

REGARDING SCHOOL VIOLENCE

(On behalf of Sarah Mayer, Jessica Normand
and Colleen McCormick)

Jessica Normand: Set aside the accusa-
tions, the anger and the 20–20 hindsight
about the massacre of twelve students and
one teacher at Columbine High School in
Littleton, Colorado, on April 20th. The fact
remains that Eric Harris and Dylan
Klebold’s disturbed states of mind are the re-
sult of problems that our society has a re-
sponsibility to acknowledge and change.

This event has broken the already dam-
aged national spirit, but it has brought to
our attention the moral decline in American
society. The lack of spiritual guidance
among the nation’s youth that was once
thought to be politically correct has only
made it easier for young Americans to feel
lost. Why did Eric Harris believe so strongly
that life held no value, and why did Dylan
Klebold feel so alone that he followed the de-
monic beliefs of his friend? These are the
questions America must ask itself. Parents,
teachers, administrators, friends, relatives,
religious leaders, and especially our govern-
ment need to take an active role in the lives
of young Americans if future tragedies like
the one at Columbine High are to be avoided.

Sarah Mayer: Why is it that prayer is for-
bidden in public schools, yet at the memorial
service for those who died in Littleton, the
theme of every speech was that the only way
to heal such a wound was through faith in
God and prayers of the spiritual community?

My fellow classmates and I at Rice Memo-
rial High School are privileged to have pray-
er in our everyday lives. We feel that teach-
ing kids about their spirituality gives them
a stronger moral base to make better deci-
sions throughout their lifetime. An anony-
mous student from a Catholic high school
once said, ‘‘We do not kill together because
we pray together.’’

Colleen McCormick: Kids need to be able
to differentiate between fantasy and reality.
But can they do this when video games like
Doom, which teaches children how to kill
people, are readily available? In order to
curb the availability of those games, greater
restrictions need to be placed on the Internet
and sale of home games. Although the Inter-
net has a lot faster communication and is an
effective learning tool, it has also made
unhealthy influences such as pornography
and deadly games to be at the fingertips of
the young.

The media is another aspect of our society
that needs to be more careful about what im-
ages they present to children in this coun-
try. While freedom of the press is a trade-
mark right of Americans, perhaps that right
needs to be restricted in terms of violence
and sex.

Our proposal is that legislation be passed
to more strictly enforce the age limits at
movie theaters, and all television channels
be required to rate their shows according to
a government rating system.

Jessica Normand: Besides the media and
schools, the most important influence every

child has are their parents. As a society, we
need to implore all parents to be involved in
their children’s lives, and to keep track of
the outside influences, such as the Internet
and the harmful media we mentioned earlier.

Sarah Mayer: Kids need to understand that
this isn’t a video game, it’s life, and there is
no reset button.

Thank you.

REGARDING TEEN VIOLENCE

(On behalf of Alicia Prince)

ALICIA PRINCE: I am Alicia Prince, here
to speak on reducing teen violence.

I think we are all ready affected by what
happened in Littleton. It has definitely given
me the passion to come up here to say it.

I am originally from East Los Angeles,
California, and I experienced firsthand the
type of violence that happens throughout
our neighborhoods, communities, and in our
schools. I think that firearms are a really
big part of that, and I think that that should
be discussed. I’m not antigun; I understand
peoples’ rights to carry firearms, private col-
lectors, and households as well. But when
they’re in the wrong hands, there is trouble,
there is a problem there. And a child’s hands
are the wrong hands, and there is no reason
why they should even be accessible.

My specific suggestion would be that there
is absolutely no reason why every gun in this
country, in this state, cannot be locked up,
and ammunition locked up separately. There
is no reason to have a loaded gun in your car,
in your house. I understand where it is an
issue in big cities. But it is not an issue
where you have to carry a 9 millimeter
strapped to your ankle and walk into a
school in Vermont.

I think that this also goes to a deep-rooted
problem of the way our parenting is in this
society. Too many times, I have seen people
perpetuate these cycles of poverty and vio-
lence because they just don’t know any bet-
ter. They don’t know how to direct children
in a different direction, because that’s the
way they have been taught. I think that
mandatory parenting classes are absolutely
essential. It is very important, and no harm
can be done in it. I think it should be manda-
tory, and I think it is very important that
parents know how to take care of their kids
and know how to prevent this from hap-
pening.

There is no reason why these kids, espe-
cially in Littleton, should not have been—
you know, this couldn’t have gone unno-
ticed. Okay? They were in the garage five
hours, you know, working on bombs, and
they had it written in diaries. This was accu-
mulating for the past year and a half before
it was, you know, executed. And I think that
that is a direct, you know, obvious thing,
that the parenting is just not happening ade-
quately enough.

I am also a ward of the state. I am a foster
kid. And all of the foster parents in which I
live in their homes, every gun that is in
their house and ammunition must be locked
up separately. There is no reason it should
not be done in every other house throughout
this country.

So my two main suggestions would be,
really good family counseling. Parents need
to know how to create safe families, so that
a teenager or a child has a sense of safety
and belonging in their home and in school,
instead of having to fight or shoot their way
out of safety in school or in the community.
And I think it is absolutely ludicrous this is
happening when we have every power of pre-
venting it.

CONGRESSMAN SANDERS. Thank you,
Alicia.
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The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2587) making ap-
propriations for the government of the Dis-
trict of Columbia and other activities
chargeable in whole or in part against reve-
nues of said District for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2000, and for other pur-
poses.

Mr. POMEROY. Mr. Chairman, I rise in op-
position to the Largent amendment to H.R.
2587. This measure would undermine efforts
to place children in the foster care system in
the District of Columbia in permanent homes.

There are currently over 3,000 children in
the D.C. foster care system, more than 1,000
of whom are currently eligible for adoption.
Many of these children have special needs
and are difficult to place. No other develop-
ment will have as great an impact on these
children’s lives as whether they will be able to
be part of a family of their own. By placing re-
strictions on joint adoptions, the Largent
amendment lessens the chance that these
3,000 children will ever be part of a ‘‘forever
family.’’

The Largent amendment would also prevent
child welfare workers from making decisions
based on the best interests of individual chil-
dren. The success of the child welfare system
depends upon its ability to recognize that
every waiting child has individual needs. The
Largent amendment favors the judgment of
Congress over that of child welfare profes-
sionals, who are experts at determining what
constitutes a safe and loving home. Child ad-
vocacy organizations across the country, in-
cluding the Children’s Defense Fund and the
Child Welfare League of America, also oppose
this amendment and have recognized that it
could endanger the future of over 3,000 chil-
dren.

Mr. Chairman, no event has so profoundly
transformed my own family as the adoption of
my children, Kathryn and Scott. I will always
be deeply grateful that my wife and I were
able to welcome these two exceptional chil-
dren into our home. The Largent amendment
could prevent other families from experiencing
this joy, and I urge my colleagues to oppose
it.
f

ST. THOMAS EPISCOPAL PARISH
HOSTS YOUTH GROUP MISSION
TRIP TO HONDURAS

HON. ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 29, 1999

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, the Rev-
erend Douglas Zimmerman of St. Thomas
Episcopal Parish in Miami, Florida has always
been known for his unselfish giving, his Christ-
like character and his invaluable service to his
parish and community. Among his many gifts
are the precedents he sets and the ways in

which he leads children by example into fol-
lowing the teachings of Jesus Christ.

This Monday, August 2nd, Reverend Zim-
merman will, once again, instruct students to
give as Christ gave of himself, as he orga-
nizes a group of 12 dedicated students who
have volunteered part of their summer vaca-
tion to lend a helping hand to underprivileged
families in Central America.

During this mission trip, Reverend Zimmer-
man and his team of 12 students will travel to
Honduras, a country which was ravaged by
Hurricane Mitch, to establish places of refuge
for families who were left desolate. They will
bring light to a world of darkness by providing
children and families with the basic necessities
which we, the fortunate, often take for granted.
During their 9-day trip, the mission team will
have the unique opportunity of building a
House of the Lord, a church where individuals,
families and entire communities can come to
know Jesus. The sanctuary to be built, where
families will gather for worship, where the
needy will receive, and where the hungry and
tired will find comfort and rest, will restore
faith, hope and joy to the people of Honduras.

In light of the many contributions Reverend
Zimmerman and the St. Thomas Episcopal
Parish Youth Mission Team will make this
summer, I ask that my colleagues join me in
prayer to ensure safety for this team and in
commending them for their faithfulness in
bringing the ‘‘good news’’ of Jesus Christ.
f

IN HONOR OF MS. BRIGID
O’KEEFFE

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH
OF OHIO
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Friday, July 30, 1999

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
honor and recognition of Ms. Brigid O’Keeffe,
a student from Ohio’s 10th district. Ms.
O’Keeffe has recently been announced as one
of the National Security Education Program’s
Undergraduate Scholarship and Graduate Fel-
lows for the 1999–2000 academic year. The
National Security Education Program, which
was established in 1992, was created to in-
crease U.S. citizens’ understanding of different
world cultures, to increase international co-
operation and security and to strengthen U.S.
economic competitiveness. The National Se-
curity Education Program fellows study those
languages and areas of the world most critical
to future U.S. national security.

Ms. O’Keeffe was selected from a rigorous
national-merit based competition made up of a
pool of hundreds of well qualified applicants.
Aside from traveling to Russia, where she will
be studying, Ms. O’Keeffe will participate in
the National Security Education Program’s
Federal service requirement. All National Se-
curity Education Program award recipients
have agreed to seek work in the Federal gov-
ernment in an organization with national secu-
rity responsibilities. In the past, the program
has placed award recipients in various posi-
tions throughout the Federal sector, including:
Departments of Commerce, Defense, State,
and Treasury; NASA, USAID, USIA, and the
Intelligence Community.

Ms. O’Keeffe will no doubt be a fine addition
to any one of these organizations. She should
be congratulated on her accomplishments.

SALUTE TO THE MEDAL OF
HONOR RECIPIENTS

HON. STEVE E. BUYER
OF INDIANA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 30, 1999

Mr. BUYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to re-
flect on the recent Memorial Day recess.

Over that weekend, I had the distinct pleas-
ure and honor to assemble with a very special
group of veterans, nearly 100 recipients of the
Medal of Honor. It was truly an inspiring gath-
ering, and at the same time, proved a very
humbling experience. These individuals epito-
mize the true meaning of selfless sacrifice and
personal commitment.

While many have answered the call to duty,
they have answered a higher calling. A calling
that is spiritual in nature and bigger than one’s
self. For love of God, country, family and
friends, these brave individuals knowingly
placed themselves in harm’s way, ready to
sacrifice life and limb so that their comrades
may live.

Their significant contributions have helped
secure a more democratic and peaceful world
over the last century. More importantly, their
actions serve as a testament to all Americans
about serving and caring for others. A recent
letter to me from Major General Robert
Moorehead, United States Army Retired, por-
trays a fitting description describing that pow-
erful event.

General Moorehead stated:
Memorial Day weekend in Indianapolis was

one of the most significant weekends in the
history of our great capital city. As the last
days of the 20th century continue to unfold,
Memorial Day weekend in the capitol of In-
diana was one to remember. Nearly 100
Medal of Honor recipients were guests for a
series of stirring tributes. These included a
solemn Memorial Service; the dedication of
the only memorial to recipients to the Medal
of Honor; grand marshals in the IPALCO 500
Festival Parade; an outdoor concert by the
Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra; and a pa-
rade lap around the famed Indianapolis
Motor Speedway oval prior to the start of
the race.

As the 20th century draws to a close, many
wonder if the nation has lost sight of the
sacrifices which have been made to preserve
freedom. After this Memorial Day weekend
in Indianapolis, my heart remains swollen
with pride in our land and my fellow citi-
zens. The reception given these ordinary men
who did extraordinary things can never be
equaled.

I am especially proud of the untold hun-
dreds of volunteers who gave of their time
and talent to make these events possible.
Memorial Day Weekend 1999 did much to
convince me that our nation’s freedom lov-
ing spirit is alive and well.

f

A TRIBUTE MR. WING FAT

HON. ROBERT T. MATSUI
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 30, 1999

Mr. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I am honored to
rise in tribute to Mr. Wing Fat of Sacramento,
California. The Sacramento Chinese Commu-
nity Service Center will honor him for all of his
great contributions to the Asian and Pacific Is-
lander communities in our area. I ask all of my
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